
even more important, [relatively] easy to grasp graphics 
accompanied by some of his own witty prose to keep the 
subject amusing as well as informative. 
 The rationale behind the 2007 triple clinic series 
was to minimize the amount of time required for a basic 
tune-up by exorcising the various demons from our carbs 
and distributors before dealing with the specifi cs of plugs, 
points, rotors, etc.

 Joe had rigged up a motor to a distributor attached 

Under cold, gray, November skies, despite the fact 
that it was April, more than two dozen stalwart 
ISOAers gathered at the Joliet residence of Kim 

“Lower Wacker” Jensen and her faithful Sherpa “Mr. Bill” 
on Saturday April 16th to participate in the club’s second 
in a trilogy of tune-up related seminars.  The assemblage 
gathered in the heated, thankfully, garage of Mr. Bill and 
enjoyed coffee and pastries prior to the commencement 
of the classroom segment of the workshop. The subject of 
this day’s symposium was distributors and, like so many 
multifarious topics related to all things Triumph, was con-
ducted by ISOA’s preeminent tech guru Joe “Stagmeister” 
Pawlak, with substantial assistance from Tim “Toolman” 
Buja.  As with the preceding carb clinic [see page 11] held 
on March 24th, Joe had prepared some easy to read, and 
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BOWLING NIGHT

ISOA BOWLING NIGHT
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

Nearly three 
d o z e n 
ISOAers 

Triumphophile/
keglers converged 
on the Wood Dale 
Lanes on the eve-
ning of March 31st, 

to celebrate Aprils Fool’s Eve by bowl-
ing, not for dollars, but mostly for laughs 

at the club’s semi-annual Bowling Nite. 
The festivities got under away around 
5:00 PM and lasted until after 8:00. The 
teams were assigned by LaDona “Great 
Big Mama” Lichtman who doubled as 
the bouncer/collection agent on behalf 
of  daughter Sheri “Big Mama” Pyle 
who had had orchestrated the details of 

the event, 
b u t  w a s 
otherwise 
t o o  b u s y 
k n o c k i n g 
down pins 
to deal with 
f i d u c i a r y 
minutiae.
 While 
the scoring 

was tracked automatically, no one seemed 
too preoccupied with pin counts, espe-
cially after several trips to the bar. In fact, 
it appeared to your humble and obedient 
scribe that the amount of jocularity of the 
assemblage was directly proportionate to 
the number of sojourns to the comfort 
station. In all seriousness, there were a 
number of club members who appeared 
to be quite comfortable in the surround-

i n g s  o f 
the bowl-
ing  a l ley 
and dem-
ons t ra ted 
all of the 
grace and 
style, if not 
the scores, 
of serious 
keglers.  

 While total pinfall was secondary 
to the camaraderie, the Sudsey award for 
hardest ball resulting in no pins knocked 
over was shared 
by Jeff “Stalker” 
Rust and Mike 
“ T o o f u s ” 
Mueller, both 
of whom were 
clocked in near 
t r i p l e  d i g i t 
velocity [far 

faster than Mark Prior or Kerry Wood] 
on the unoffi cial radar gun, but unfortu-
nately came up a bit shy in the pinfall 
category.

 Following the three games 
by each of the competitors, the group 
enjoyed a post match buffet included 
in the package price, of Italian beef 
sandwiches, mosticiolli, chicken, potato 
wedges and tossed salad. 

 While the evening festivities had 
little in the way of a Triumph car theme, 
the evening was a Triumph in its own 
and will most certainly be repeated next 
spring.
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ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR

ISOA UPCOMING EVENTS
Month Date Day Time  Event

May 5th Sat. 8:00 AM Tune Up Clinic Pyle’s - 320 N. Linden, Itasca
 6th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 12 or 13   MG Club autocross - Warrenville Cinema Parking Lot
 17-20    MotorCheck Vintage GT Challenge at Road America, Elkhart Lake, WI
 23- 6/03   British Car Week
 25-7    Champaign British Car Show - Dick Brown (309) 662-3020

Jun. 1 Fri. 7:00 PM Spinal Tappets Reunion Concert & British Car Nite-Irving Park & Central, Roselle
 1-3    NASS Spit-Togrether, Louisville, KY Ph (502)231-2354; dadtil4d@bellsouth.com
 2nd Sat. 8:00 AM Annual Chi-Town Sta-Bil Kruze - http://www.chitownkruze.com
  Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 9th Sat.   Peoria British Car Show
 10th Sun.   Michiana British Car Show, South Bend, IN - Randy Glanders (574) 294-8950
 13th Wed.   Mundelein Cruise Night - Dave Shedor (847) 566-0478
 16 Sat.   Illinois St Andrew Society British Car Show, Oak Brook  dave@ebritcars.com
 16-17 Sat/Sun   ISOA Spring Campout, Black Hawk Farms Raceway
 17th Sun.   Wisconsin British Car Field Day - John Stockinger (262) 521-1072 
 12-17    TRA National Meet, Finger Lakes, NY. -  Doug Jack (585) 248-3872 
 TBA    TR Fore - ISOA Black Sheep Open Golf Outing - Bruce Barnett (847) 301-8276

July 1st Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 8th Sun.   Mad Dogs & Englishmen Car Show, Gilmore Car Museum, Kalamazoo, MI
 15th Sun.   9th Annual British Boots & Bonnets Car Show, Poplar Grove
 7-21    VTR National Convention, Valley Forge, PA 
 27th Fri.   ISOA Drive-In Movie Night, Cascade Drive In, West Chicago

Aug 6th Sun.   Vintage Transportation Extravaganza, Illinois Railway Museum
   7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 10th Fri.   White Trash Nite, Sycamore Speedway
 12th Sun.   Heartland British Car Show, East Davenport, IA
 19th Sun.   Orphan Car Show, North Aurora - (815) 469-2936
 24th Fri   Import Night - Downers Grove Classic Car Night
 26th Sun.   Classic Car Show, Milk Pail Restaurant, East Dundee, IL -(847) 428-4693

Sept 1st Sat.   ISOA Turnabout Picnic II - [In lieu of Sept. meeting] Burlington Municipal Park
 9th Sun.   British Car Union Car Show, Morraine Valley Community College
 20-3    Six Pack TRials, Hershey, PA
 21-3    Indianapolis British Motor Days
 23rd Sun. 9:00AM Cantigny Car Show
 29-30    Lake Geneva Rally & Poker Run

Oct. 6-7    America’s British Reliabilty Run, Janesville, WI -  bdischer@blakedischer.com 
 7th  7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 4:30]
 18-20    Southeastern Regional Convention Jekyll Island, Georgia; http://www.sevtr.org/

For a comprehensive list of Chicagoland Cruise Nights, visit http://www.rallycruises.com/carshows.htm. You can always 
get the the most up-to-date events data on the information superway by pointing your internet GPS to:

http://snic-braaapp.org/
If you know of an event that you think might be of interest to our membership, please call Bob Streepy [630-372-7565] 
or email trstreep@sbcglobal.net to have it included on this list.or email trstreep@sbcglobal.net to have it included on this list./
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 Jim Thing has recently increased  Jim Thing has recently increased 
the number of ISOA TR250s by one. 
He acquired a signal red one on April 
1st and hopes to have it on the road 1st and hopes to have it on the road 
soon.
. His Streamwood [and barstool] 

neighbor, George Grumbos also has augmented his Triumph col-
lection with the acquisition of a Spitfi re. Further details were not 
available at press time - [don’t you just love it when we use real 
ink-stained wretch jargon? Ed]ink-stained wretch jargon? Ed]

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

A LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEW FROM THE 
BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

After a long, cold winter, and 
an even colder spring, [it is 
snowing as I write this and 

its mid-April!] We Midwesterners 
have hopefully managed to enter the 
time of year when owning a sportscar 
becomes downright desirable. For 
the next three or four months, drop-
ping the top and grinding gears will 
fi nally become a reality once again, 
and I know we all share a common 
desire to hit the road in our Triumphs 
and burn up some of that overpriced 
petrol. 
 A cursory glance at the list 
of Triumph related events on page 
3, along with the assorted car show 
flyers on pages 17-8, graphically 
express the fact that we are certainly 
not limited when it comes to enjoying 
a plethora of driving activities during 
the summer of 2007. It is entirely 
within the realm of possibility that a 
diehard Triumphile could fi nd a car 
show or ISOA function practically 
every weekend of the driving season. 
Throw in a graduation or two and 

wedding here and there, along with 
a couple of grandkids’ birthdays and 
some holiday family get-togethers, 
and there doesn’t seem to be enough 
summer to go around.
 During our tenure as editurd 
of this birdcage liner, we here at Snic 
Braaapp Towers have tried to provide 
a few words and a photo or two of 
most of the ISOA activities that our 
appear on our calendar. We would 
certainly like nothing better than to 
continue that tradition, but our staff 
is stretched a little thin this year, and 
it seems as if the list of events is even 
longer than ever, with more than one 
weekend having multiple activities 
taking place. So here’s our point: 
We need a little help. Here is a list 
of events that I don’t expect be able 
to attend:

•Champaign Car Show
•Chi-Town Sta-Bil Cruise
•Peoria Car Show
•Michiana Car Show
•Mundelein Cruise Night
•St. Andrew British Car Show
•TRA
•Movie Night
•Mad Dogs & Englishmen
•VTR
•Six Pack Trials
•British Reliability Run

 I would like to solicit a few 
of you wordsmiths planning to attend 

these events to jot down a snippet or 
two, along with a couple of snapshots 
[digital or print] on these functions. 
No skill is necessary [as witnessed by 
99% of the drivel that graces [?] these 
pages], and it is worth noting that we 
have incredibly low standards, as wit-
nessed by most of the text contained 
herein We will gladly accept verbal 
as well as written accounts of ISOA 
activities related to any Triumph 
events that you have attended. 
 So how about it? Can you 
e-mail me a few words, or just mail 
your verbal tapestry along with a 
couple of pictures? Starting salary is 
50% of editor’s base pay plus a hearty 
handshake. If you ever felt that you, 
or your car, didn’t get enough expo-
sure in Snic Barf, here’s your chance 
to rectify that problem. [Plus you 
get a nifty certifi cate at the Big Bash 
along with the opportunity to refer to 
yourself as a published journalist in a 
nationally recognized publication to 
your family and friends. You don’t 
have to tell them what it’s recognized 
for.]
 If you are planning to attend 
these or other functions that aren’t on 
this list, give me a call, drop me an 
email, or talk to me at the next meet-
ing. 

Suds

 During our tenure as editurd 

neighbor, George Grumbos also has augmented his Triumph col-
lection with the acquisition of a Spitfi re. Further details were not 
available at press time - [don’t you just love it when we use real 
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MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

MOORE ON THE MARQUE
BY MARK “GUZZLER MOORE

This month in an effort to introduce 
you to my cars and my history behind 
them, we start a two part series “Better 

Know a Triumph.” It’s two-part because 
that’s how many Triumphs I currently own. 
Like most of you, I grew up a car guy. I 
have always loved them. As child of the 60’s 
coming of driving age in the 70’s, I spent 
my misguided youth lusting after American 
muscle. 
 I do remember taking notice of 
British cars, even with my mind clouded 
by the call of rumbling V8’s, Triumphs in 
particular. Freshman year of high school I 
walked by two TR6’s every morning on my 
way to school. They sat in a row in front of 
a two-story apartment. One was white, while 
the other was British racing green. I remem-
ber two kids in school had British cars; one 
owned a brown Spitfi re, and the other had a 
black MGB limited edition. I thought the Spit 
was cool, but the MG seemed like a chick car 
to me. Even then, it was the Triumphs that 
turned my head.
 Fast-forward about ten years. My 
mother had just passed away, and I found 
myself as a single parent to my then ten-year-
old sister. At that time special interest cars 
were out of my life, but motorcycles were 
in. I knew with my newfound responsibility 
the bike wasn’t a good idea, and I wanted 
something to replace it. I was at a party, 
and a college buddy was showing off an old 
MGB that he had bought and was fi xing up. 
It seemed like a natural to replace the bike 
with a sports car.
 I set out looking in the paper for a 
two seat, top down sports car in the under 
2k range. This was 1988, and there were still 
plenty of options in this range back then. 
After a few weeks, I purchased a ‘80 Fiat 
2000 Spider that needed some work, but fi t 

my needs. The Fiat was OK, but it just felt 
like any convertible, but not like a “sports” 
car. I had owned the car a month or two, and 
one day I drove it to the barbershop. My 
barber was a gearhead and was always deal-
ing in cars for other people. At that time, he 
had a TR6 in the lot. He told me it belonged to 
the guy who was renting the apartment above 
his shop. The owner was recently divorced, 
and had to sell the TR6 due to lack of stor-
age.
 The car had been for sale for a 
while. Later I realized I had looked at the 
same car on a lot the previous winter when 
I wasn’t really in the market. It had caught 
my eye, so I checked it one Sunday for fun 
and thought maybe someday… The car had 
been on consignment and never sold due to 
the asking price. The owner had now come 
to his senses and needed to move the car, so 
the price was down by nearly half. I went 
home and placed an ad for the Fiat - priced 
to move. I sold it in two days and ran over 
and bought the TR6. 
 I’ve always loved the TR6, but the 
fi rst few years it was just a car I enjoyed driv-
ing. I didn’t think of owning it as a hobby. I 
meet Ken Crowley with his TR6 at an import 
parts store that fi rst summer I had the car. I 
later meet Jeff Rust at the health club. I was 
wearing a TR6 shirt that identifi ed me as a 
fellow enthusiast. They were both passing 
acquaintances at the time. I did not realize 
that there was a support group out there for 
people with our affl iction. 
 There has only been one summer in 
the nineteen years that I’ve owned the car that 
it did not run. [Well it ran, I just did not put 
plates on it.] Unfortunately, that was 1995 or 
I might have found ISOA sooner. That year 
I was considering selling the car. It needed a 
clutch. When I put the car in third gear and 
hit the gas, I could feel the clutch slip. For me 
now, this is a basic repair, but back then, it 
was over my head. I felt the smart thing was 
to sell the car. I could still get my money out 
and move on to something else. One trip to 
the gas station to fi ll the tires with air was the 
only time the car left the garage that summer. 
That short trip made me realize that there was 
no way that I could sell that car.
 I did make it to out the Clocktower 
one night to the VTR convention to see all 
the Triumphs. Unfortunately, I did not meet 
anyone to pull me into ISOA, but it did 
strengthen my resolve to fi x my six. I went 
ahead, studied the Haynes manual, and felt 
mildly confi dent I could replace the clutch. 

All went well with the repair, and I came to 
the realization that this is a relatively simple 
car, and with a little patience and persistence, 
I could fi x it. This was empowering. Today 
even better, I belong to a club with a network 
of skilled people who are willing to help me. 
Back to then.
 The next summer I was painting 
the car, so it was down for part of the driv-
ing season. During this time, I heard about a 
British car show in the Quad Cities. My car 
was apart, but I went over to check it out. I 
remember passing Tim Buja’s Stag broken 
down on the side of the road on the way there. 
Once there, I was checking out the cars and 
ran into Ken Crowley. Ken told me of the 
newly formed British Boots and Bonnets 
car club in Rockford. I joined that club and 
found that most of the Triumph owners in 
the club-Jeff Rust, Tim Buja and Jake Jaquett 
also belonged to ISOA. I went to meeting and 
joined the club.
 Over the years I’ve made several 
repairs and upgrades to the TR6. The motor 
is at the machine shop right now, and with the 
help of Steve Yott, the whole car is scheduled 
for a rebuild this summer. I have gone from 
being leery of taking the car out of town to 
thinking nothing of driving it halfway across 
the county.
 This car has gone from a motorcycle 
replacement to a major part of my life. It 
has brought me many good friends. I plan 
vacations around car events. Next year will 
be my 20th anniversary with the TR6. It will 
be a much nicer, more dependable car than it 
was the day I purchased it. Next month I’ll 
tell you how I evolved from a hobbyist to a 
full-fl edged junkie with the acquisition of my 
TR4A.
 Til then  . . . 

Guzzler
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ISOA CARAVAN GUIDELINES
TYPICAL DAILY SCHEDULE

(The specifi c day’s schedule will depend 
on how far the caravan plans to go, 
road conditions, number of cars in 
caravan, frequency of problems, etc.) 

Be ready to start on the road between 
8:00 - 9:00 am (or whatever time is 
agreed upon). Optional -- sometimes 

it is necessary to make a brief “pit stop” not 
long after the start (for personal comfort after 
pancake breakfasts, etc.). If necessary, we can 
make a brief pit stop, often at a highway rest 
area, but everyone should try to be ready to 
proceed in about 10 minutes. Stop for gas and 
a stretch about 10:30 am. (Try to limit stop 
to 15 minutes) Stop for gas and lunch about 
12:30 - 1:00. (Try to limit stop to 1 -- 1-1/4 
hours including getting gas) Stop for gas and 
a stretch about 3:30 - 4:00. (Try to limit stop 
to 15 minutes) Stop for the evening about 
6:00 - 7:00 If desired, meet for dinner (pizza, 
etc.) about 30-45 minutes after arrival and 
check-in. The distance between stops is deter-
mined by time of day, weather conditions, 
car performance, smallest gas tank, weakest 
bladder, etc. We generally try to go 2 - 2-1/2 
hours between stops, sometimes 3 hours. 
Too many stops can result in arriving at our 
destination town quite late in the evening.

Hints for Happy Caravaning General

 Make sure you understand the 
planned route, approximate distance the cara-
van plans to travel that day, and the planned 
evening stop location. Have hotel number, 
road, town, etc. At the beginning of the day, 
be ready to leave at the agreed upon time. 
Have a full tank of gas, full stomach, empty 
bladder, etc. by the departure time. If you 
have a CB radio, tune it to the agreed upon 

channel. [Be sure to have an I-Pass if any Be sure to have an I-Pass if any 
tollway driving is included.tollway driving is included.]]tollway driving is included.]tollway driving is included.tollway driving is included.]tollway driving is included. The caravan will 
have a “lead car” at the front and a “sweep 
car” at the rear. The lead car will do its best to 
know the route and have a working CB radio. 
The slowest cars (or the car which is expected 
to be least dependable) should take positions 
near the front of the caravan. The “sweep 
car” (last) should drive with headlights on 
so it’s easier for the lead car to see where the 
end of the caravan is. The sweep car should 
have a working CB. Once driving, try to keep 
a consistent interval between you and the 
car ahead of you. This helps avoid frequent 
speed changes farther back in the caravan. 
 If you think the caravan is going 
too fast or slow, call the leader on your 
CB or signal some other car in some way. 
However, keep in mind that no two Tri-
umph speedometers read the same. Some 
can be 10-20 mph off. The leader usually 
tries to drive at about the legal speed limit. 
Therefore, it’s important to keep your 
interval with other cars to minimize the 
need to slow way down or speed way up. 
 If the caravan needs to make an 
unplanned stop for repairs, personal com-
fort, etc. and the group has been driving 
for at least 1-1/2 hours, fi ll up with gas if 
you have a chance. This will prevent get-
ting “out of sync” with the other cars. For 
driving variety (especially on Interstates), 
switch driving order once in a while by 
passing a couple of caravan cars or having 
several pass you. This keeps the “scenery” 
a little different and occupies your mind. 

Communications

 A CB radio is most effective and 
enjoyable for short ranges. At the start of 
the day, fi nd out which channel will be used. 
Use the CB to give instructions, tell of prob-
lems, comment on society, etc. It makes the 
trip seem shorter. If you have an operating 
cell phone, give your number to the leader 
(if leader has a phone) and get other car’s 
numbers. You shouldn’t need the phone, but 
it might help if the group gets separated. 
 If you see a problem with anyone 
else’s car, try to signal them and explain what 
it is.

Trouble/Unplanned stops/Emergencies, etc.

 If your car has trouble (or if 
you need an emergency stop for personal 
reasons), try to locate a rest area or wide 
shoulder. Signal caravan leader that you are 
pulling off. The entire caravan will probably 
stop if it’s safe to do so. If not, the caravan 
will pull off on next exit or road. Pull as far 
off the pavement as possible, and turn on 
fl ashers (if you have them). If you get out 
of your car to work on it, try to stay on the 
passenger side of the car, away from passing 
traffi c. Keep anyone who is helping you on 
that side, too. Don’t forget about passing 
high speed traffi c which will be surprised by 
a number of cars parked along the shoulder. 
When pulling back onto the highway, it usu-
ally works best if everyone is ready to roll, 
then the last car pulls on to the road to “block” 
for the others. It sounds good, but doesn’t 
always work, especially on Interstates.

Leaving the Caravan

 If you decide to (or are forced to) 
leave the caravan for personal or mechani-
cal reasons, make sure someone knows that 
the caravan shouldn’t wait for you or look 
for you. Try to inform the caravan leader or 
sweep car. If you plan to meet up with the 
caravan later in the day or at the evening 
stop, know where the caravan plans to stop 
for the night. Get the hotel phone number, 
etc. if possible. 

Remember, this is our vacation. We 
must have fun. 

Jack Billimack 8/24/98

ISOA CARAVAN GUIDELINES channel. [Be sure to have an I-Pass if any Trouble/Unplanned stops/Emergencies, etc.

With the motoring season fi nally upon us, once again we are reprinting Uncle Spuds’ With the motoring season fi nally upon us, once again we are reprinting Uncle Spuds’ 
“Guide to Great Caravanning.” He wants to make sure it is as good for you as it is for him.

CARAVANING PROTOCOL
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DISTRIBUTOR CLINIC [CONT’D FROM PAGE 1]

ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

to the enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at 
Mack’s Golden Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on 
the map), on the fi rst Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting 
time is 7:00 PM (roughly), but come early and have a beer and share some TRIUMPH 
BS with your fellow enthusiasts.
 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month, at Bill & Sheri’s 
house at 320 Linden St. in Itasca, at 4:30 PM. 
 Everyone is welcome to attend the Board meetings. 

to a coil and four plugs to demonstrate 
the proper relationship between these 
components. As examples, he used 
a number of distributors, the major-
ity of which were supplied from the 
fl eet of Dave “Stumpy Joe” Kayson 
and included such varied Triumph 
models as TR3, TR6, Spitfi re, and 
Stag. Despite their divergent origins, 
the dizzy’s shared many common 
characteristics, although wherever 
signifi cant differences occurred, Joe 
was sure to point out the variations.
 Joe began by mentioning some 
of the common problem areas shared 
by all distributors, and using some 
of the examples, pointed out how to 
go about diagnosing typical trouble 
spots, as well as the means to correct 
the various maladies. He then spoke 
about the importance of maintaining 
the vacuum advance and retard, when 
so equipped, as well as making sure 
that the mechanical advance was in 
proper working order.
 He also pointed some incor-
rect, but all too common, repairs often 
made by careless mechanics to watch 

for. [Several of Kayson’s 
distributors actually featured 
these very fi xes.]
 During a short break, 
many of the Triumphis-
tae in attendance took a 
moment to check out Doug 
Larson’s “New Arrival” [see 
April Snic Braaapp Page 30]. 

Doug had fi nished the installation 
of a supercharger and had the car at 
Jensen’s to prove that the car was 
in fact fully operative. He told the 

observers, with a twinkle in his eye, 
that there seemed to be a little more 
“oomph” in his Triumph, especially 
upwards of three grand.
 Back in the garage, Joe next 
disassembled a distributor to demon-

strate the proper pro-
cedure for remov-
ing the weights and 
springs, and to clean 
the accumulated crud 
that often results 
in improper igni-
tion performance. 
“Lower Wacker then 

announced that lunch was served and 
the crowd quickly descended upon 
the Jensen kitchen for a tasty repast 
of Italian beef sandwiches, chips and 
cookies along with various and sundry 
beverages.  The unanimous consensus 

was that 
the meal 
e a r n e d 
Kim five 
stars from 
every one 
in atten-
dance.

 Following lunch, some of the 
attendees headed home to attend to 
various Saturday 
household chores, 
but many stayed 
on to soak up as 
much knowledge 
as possible from 
Joe and Tim. The 
clinic lasted until 
mid afternoon and 
concluded with a 
Q & A session for Joe. 
 All of those who attended 
went away with a newfound knowl-
edge of the Triumph’s central nervous 
system. The real test will take place 
at the tune-up clinic at Pyles on May 
5th to see if both these introductory 
courses serve as a pre-emptive strike 
against gremlins that keep our cars 
from running smoothly.
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ON THE BLOCK
ONE CAR’S JOURNEY THROUGH THE 

AUCTION PROCESS.

TEXT & GRAPHICS BY PETER CONOVER

MARCH 22, 2007

It was about one year into my current 
restoration project, a 1957 Aston 
Martin DB MkIII, and our Home 

Equity loan was getting stretched to the 
limit.  I had been hoping to keep my 1963 
Austin Healey until the Aston was on the 
road, but it was starting to look like that 
was not going to be possible.  As there 
had been lots of chatter in the British car 
publications about the rising prices of 
Healeys, it felt like a good time to sell it 
to raise the needed cash to continue the 
Aston project.  After watching the annual 
Barrett-Jackson auction coverage on the 
Speed Channel, and hearing about the 
record prices they were getting for 
 Healeys there, I thought an auc-
tion might be an advantageous way to sell 
my car.  Inquiries to some trusted advi-
sors led me to choose RM Auctions over 

some of the other higher profi le houses.
 By the time I made this decision 
last October, I was told by Don Rose, a 
friend from the Aston Martin Owners’ 
Club and an agent for RM, that the RM 
Auction held in Phoenix at the same 
time as the Barrett-Jackson auction was 
already full.  Don said that we could put 
my car into the Amelia Island auction, 
held near Jacksonville, FL each March 
as part of the Amelia Island Concours 
d’Elegance, and that in fact that auc-
tion would be a better “fi t” for my car.  
The Amelia Island Concours has been 
generating a lot of positive comments 
in the classic car world, being favorably 
compared to Pebble Beach and other 
world class Concours events.  My sister 
and her family live in the Jacksonville 
area so it was good fi t for me, too.
 Once the decision had been 
made; the application and preparation 
process began.  RM asks for documen-
tation on your car, photographs, and as 
much information as possible to write 
the text that will accompany the listings 
for their website and glossy catalogues 
they produce for each auction.  Luckily, 
I had a set of professional photos taken 
by Mark Thompson of Lake Geneva Pho-
tography.  As RM asks for some specifi c 
shots, I supplemented these pictures with 
some digital images that I took myself. 
 For cars under $100,000, RM 
does not offer the cars to be sold with a 

reserve (for cars over $100,000 if a seller 
chooses to set a reserve price, then he 
pays a higher percentage sellers commis-
sion).  Therefore the only way to keep the 
car from going at less than a price that 
you’re comfortable with is to bid on the 
car yourself and buy it back, paying both 
the buyers and the sellers fees, as well as 
the fees and costs of having your car in 
the auction.  However, RM automatically 
gives all sellers bidder credentials.
 Obviously, every seller wants to 
present their item in the best way pos-
sible.  I had a list of things that I felt the 
car needed – many which I did myself.  
Then there were a few things that I 
wanted Mark Baker of Sport & Specialty 
in Durand, IL, who had done a lot of the 
work on the car’s restoration and is now 
working on my Aston project, to take 
care of.  Near the end of the month, the 
FedEx Custom Critical transporter came 
to pick up the car to bring it directly to 
the Ritz-Carlton on Amelia Island, the 
site of the auction and Concours.

 Upon arriving in Florida before 
the auction I went up to Amelia Island to 
get the “lay of the land.”  Besides taking 
in the posh surroundings, it was fun to 
see the preparation well underway for 
the events about to take place.  I visited 
my car, which had arrived safely and was 
now ensconced in the parking garage 
along with an amazing variety of other 
cars that would be sold and shown that 
weekend.
 Friday was the offi cial preview 
day, and I arrived at 9:00am to fi nd my 
car facing the beach just outside the 
massive show tent on the grounds of the 
Ritz-Carlton, wet with dew.  I immedi-
ately put the convertible top down and 
spent the next few hours polishing and 

READER CONTRIBUTIONS
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cleaning the car.  I had been advised by cleaning the car.  I had been advised by cleaning the car.  I had been advised by cleaning the car.  I had been advised by 
Don that one of the best things I could 
do to help the sale was to be available 
during the preview day to talk about my 
car and answer any questions prospective 
buyers might have. There was a steady 
stream of people milling about the entire 
day – as I had no way to know who was 
seriously interested and who was just 
making conversation, I gave everyone 
my complete attention.  The day passed 
quickly.  

 Of the 4 Healeys in the auction, 
mine was the only “Mk II” – the others 
were “MkIII” Healeys.  The major dif-
ference is that the MkIIIs have a differ-
ent interior – wood dash, center console 
– and in general they are more popular/
desirable – it is the MkIIIs that have been 
getting the big money at Barrett-Jackson.  
Although MkIIs have roll-up windows 
and a regular convertible top, they still 
retain the more spartan interior of the ear-
lier Healeys.  That’s what I had wanted 
when I bought the car, and was hoping 
that there was someone out there who 
felt the same.  All the cars were arranged 
in no apparent order, but by chance my 
car and 2 of the other Healeys happened 
to be very near each other, making com-
parisons very easy.  Although I feel my 
car showed very well, it was true that the 
other cars were fresher restorations, and 
had been driven less.  Also I was feeling 
that I was at a disadvantage in that my 
car is white – some people want a bit 
more “dazzle,” rather than understated 
elegance.  Although many people offered 
positive comments on my car through-
out the day, the question remained as to 
whether anyone would be willing/able to 
put their money where their mouth is.  

 I enjoyed looking at the other  I enjoyed looking at the other 
cars – but luckily was not tempted to buy 
any of them.  My favorites were a 1939 
Lagonda and, surprisingly, a 1963 Alpha 
Romeo 2600.  At a reception that evening 
the Lagonda and a Delahaye were sit-
ting next to each other – they were from 
the same year and had a similar look to 
them.  I mentioned to my sister and her 
husband that even though I claim to know 
something about classic cars, I couldn’t 
tell them any single reason why the Dela-
haye was worth almost a million dollars 
more than the Lagonda.  I had to wonder 
how the owners of these expensive cars 
felt about having crowds of people with 
drinks and hors d’oeuvres milling about 
so close.
 On Saturday the auction started 
at 11:00am with about 30 lots of automo-
bilia – hood mascots and such.  I had been 
told that they planned to auction about 
17 cars an hour, so I knew I had a wait 
until mine came up, and a good chance to 
watch the auction.  One by one the cars 
were driven from the show tent down to 
the auction tent.  At any given time there 
were hundreds of people watching, but 
not all of them were bidding.  The other 
3 Healeys went in the fi rst hours of the 
auction and although none of them met 
their minimum estimated prices, their 
numbers were still very good.

 My car didn’t go “on the block” 
until after 4:00.  I watched as it was 
given a fi nal wipe by RM workers before 
disappearing into the auction tent.  While 
my car was being auctioned, I stood in 
the back of the tent with Don Rose and 
observed.  I had given my camera to 
some Healey guys from North Caro-

lina that I had met – they were hanging lina that I had met – they were hanging 
around offering me encouragement. The 
sale happened fast – each car takes only 
3-4 minutes – and I couldn’t see who 
or how many people were actually bid-
ding.  I breathed a sigh of relief when the 
bids passed the amount that I set as my 
minimum, but felt disappointed when the 
bids topped out at less than I had been 
hoping.  As the car was driven off the 
block, I realized it was no longer mine.
 Could I have sold the car for 
as much by just advertising it myself 
(especially considering the considerable 
auction fees, costs, and commission)?  
Maybe – but it’s too late to dwell on that 
now.  I never expected to make back what 
I spent on the Healey, I just wanted to net 
enough to fi nish the Aston.  
 It was just by chance that on 
Sunday while at the Concours, someone 
came up to me and asked, “Are you the 
guy that sold the Healey yesterday?”  I 
said yes, and he introduced me to the 
buyer.  He’s from the Milwaukee area, 
so there’s a good chance that I’ll see the 
car again in the future.  It’s kind of ironic 
I had to pay to ship the car to Florida to 
sell it, only for it to be shipped back to 
the Midwest.  The buyer, who said he 
has owned Healeys before, implied that 
he would have bid higher, if he had had 
to.  
 It’s not likely that I’ll be selling 
a car at auction again any time soon, but 
despite my disappointment at not getting 
a higher price, overall it was a positive 
experience.  I met some nice people and 
saw a lot of great cars.

Maestro

READER CONTRIBUTIONS
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Towne and Country Imports was 
a Triumph and Volvo dealer on 
Indianapolis Blvd. in Highland, 

Indiana. It was not far from our house, 
so my dad and I went to look at what 
they had on a sunny summer morning. 
They had a TR4 -maybe it was a TR250, 
a Spitfi re and an XKE in the showroom. 
Seems to me this was before the JRT era 
of British Leland history. It was around 
1967.
 We narrowed our favorites down 
to the ‘68 GT-6 or the Volvo 1800 sports 
car. I liked the GT-6 better, but I would 
have loved either one. Before any deal 
could be concluded, my dad was sent to 
Antwerp, Belgium, to start up a plant for 
Amoco. Not long after he started there, I 
got a letter with a polaroid photo of him 
at the plant, standing next to a yellow 
1968 GT-6!  HOLY LAYCOCK DE 
NORMANVILLE! He got one OVER 
THERE! He had actually picked the car 
up at the factory in “Jolly Old” and got 
a genuine factory workshop manual in 
a binder to boot!  I could not wait to get 
my hands on that car.
 Many months later it was driven 
off the boat in NYC with the rear hatch 
open and the handle brutally ripped off. 
The hatch would not stay closed without 
it, so dad and a dock worker wired the 
hatch shut and taped on some plastic. 
It was January so dad drove the little 
bugger home to Munster, Indiana, with 
snow occasionally blowing in from 
around the hatch.
 What a great chick magnet it 
was! I was driving a rusty old 57 Chevy 
hot rod, and I pretty much parked it so 

I could drive the GT-6 all the time. I 
remember being mad that all the triumph 
stuff like shift knobs and key fobs had 
TR on them. Where was the GT-6 stuff? 
There was nothing in the ads in Sports 
Car Graphic. Nothing in the MG Mitten 
catalog either. I think I fi nally found an 
Aamco wood knob with a plain triumph 
crest on it at the dealer. There was a big 
portrait of the Queen Mum in the parts 
dept. It often sported taped-on thought 
balloons with clever oaths to british 
engineering.
 The shipping damage on the 
car was easily repaired but was also 
prophetic.That car was hit more times 
than a Hawker Hurricane in the Battle 
of Britain. At some point, the roof was 
the only original body panel on the thing. 
Most contact was made while the car 
was stationary. One front end crash tied 

up the  car 
for months 
t h a n k s  t o 
Flying Bar-
neys  Body 
Shop (not the 
actual name). 
I t  was  the 

wrong place to take this little British 
jewel for the TLC it needed. Not my 
choice.
 Barney did a crappy job and 
took 6 months to do it. I went to pick 
the car up and “Barney” never stopped 
complaining about FUR-IN CORES. 6 
months and NONE of the lights worked. 
I ended up rewiring the front end myself 
and learned that this was a do-it-yerself 
car, and then things started to go a little 
better. My Uncle Bob came to visit and 
being a former dirt track racer, had to 
“test” the GT. He was the fi rst to pop a 
rear U-joint on the car. I changed about 
12 U-joints on that car. Even the “grease-
able” ones didn’t last. Small price to pay 
for such a cool sports car.
 I talked dad out of the car and 
took it to Ball State in Muncie, Indi-
ana,

where I pretended to go to college. I 
made many high speed runs up and down 
I-65 and I-69 and across the middle of 
the state where you can’t see anything 
but pavement, corn and mailboxes... you 
know, the one on the tall pole that says 
“AIR MAIL”. Funny Farmers! gotta 
love em. That car felt smooth as glass at 
80 mph but would blur your vision with 
vibrations between 50 and 75. I later 
solved that by having the wheels bal-
anced on the car. Weird, but it worked.
 The last day of my junior year 
caught me with the GT-6 and a Triumph 
motorcycle in Muncie and no way to 
get them both home, especially with all 
my “stuff” (which I could have left in a 
dumpster). Not a problem. Bike wheel 
off. Chain off. Hatch open. A little rope. 
Some careful packing. I soon had an 
All-British, One-Wheel Trailer. The 
bike frame rubbed on the license plate 
light, so I took the chrome cover off and 
it promptly shorted out the rear lighting 
on the GT-6. The bike lights did the job 
to keep me from being punted on the trip 
home. Many years later I talked my wife 
into buying a yellow ‘70 GT-6+ for $500, 
and I restored that one, fi nally painting
it red. We put over 60,000 miles on it 
driving to various SCCA/Super Vee 
races in the 80s. We were both crew for 
my brother’s Ralt RT-5 Super Vee (we 
both drove Formula Vees too), and we 
ran with the best and worst Indy drivers 
in training. I bet you know ‘em all. In 
spite of blowing a Trans and Dif at the 
same time, that little GT-6 got us through 
everything. I hated to see that one go. I 
would get another GT if I didn’t have 
this TR3A that really wants to be a P-51 
warbird. That would be another story 
though, wouldn’t it.

GONE, BUT NOT FORGOTTEN

I could drive the GT-6 all the time. I where I pretended to go to college. I 

In our March newsletter, we  invited ISOA members to submit a graphic and a few paragraphs of a “Gone, In our March newsletter, we  invited ISOA members to submit a graphic and a few paragraphs of a “Gone, 
but not forgotten” car from their youth. This month we hear from Dave Stevens. Keep those stories comingbut not forgotten” car from their youth. This month we hear from Dave Stevens. Keep those stories coming
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TECH BRAAAPP

CARB CLINIC
TEXT & GRAPHICS BY BOB “SUDS” STREEPY

An overfl ow crowd of more than 
30 ISOAers descended upon the 
club’s home away from home, 

aka Bill & Sheri Pyle’s, in Itasca on Sat-
urday, March 24th, to attend the fi rst of 
a trinity of clinics designed to improve 
the performance and economy of our 
beloved LBCs. This symposium focused 
on carburetors, while the next will focus 
on distributors [see page 1]. These two 
workshops should, hopefully, make the 
tune-up clinic [5/5] much more effi cient, 
since, as club tech guru Joe “Stagmesiter” 
Pawlak has said on more than one occa-
sion, “95% of all carb problems are in 
the ignition.”

 Professor Pawlak began class by 
referring to several impressive charts that 
could be read by even the most myopic 
member. Not only were the graphics a 
valuable teaching tool, but the text also 
contained abundant double ententes that 
made the presentation not only informa-
tive, but also highly amusing. 
 Joe used both SU and Zenith 
Stromberg carbs in his demonstration and 
began by explaining the design and func-
tion of both. [It should be noted that Jack 
Billimack expressed some disappointment 
that no Solex carbs were included in the 
workshop.] Joe proceeded to disassemble 

several carbs and point out various items 
to check for wear and/or preventative 
maintenance in the process. During the 
entire presentation, Joe fi elded countless 
questions from the peanut gallery on the 
“hows and whys” of carb rebuilding. 

 In the mean-
time, Al Christo-
pher set up his lathe 
and showed how to 
correctly machine 
throttle shafts, while 
out in the driveway, 
Bruce Barnett erected 
a table, and with the 
assistance of Denny 

Capetto, began an SU rebuild. 
 By midday, it was time for lunch 
– pizza and beverages as provided by “Big 
Mama” and “Whizmo” served on the deck 
under overcast, but not very cold skies. 
While some in the audience headed home 
after lunch, many stuck around for the 
afternoon session to work on their own 
carbs under the watchful eye of Joe. 
 The day served as yet another 
in a litany of club clinics that proved 
unequivocally that we are indeed most 
fortunate to have access to the knowledge 
of not only Joe, but also several other 
club “techspurts” who are willing to share 
their considerable knowledge on what it 
takes to keep our beloved Triumphs road 
worthy.

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773 4806

TR4  Pat “PowerBuldge” 
 Lobdell
 219/942 1263

TR4A Steve “Drippy” Yott
 262/997-0701

TR250 Tim “Yacker” Smith 
 630/428 2620

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874 5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662 7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332 3119

Spitfi re - Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
(Early) 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Steve “Sniffy” Yezo 
(Late) 847/855 9482

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847/9375078

Stag Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak  
 847/683-9683

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” 
 Crowley 
 630/355 2170

KeyMaster Bob “Senile” Donile
 630/837 3721

Electrical Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683
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ISOA’s legendary House Band, 
Spinal Tappets, is reuniting for 
a special “British Car Week” 

concert in Roselle on Friday, June 1st 
,from 7-8:30 PM at the intersection 
of Central Avenue and Irving Park 
Road. The  Roselle Cruise night runs 
from 6 - 9PM and British cars are the 
featured marque.
 Following their epic “Debut/
Farewell Concert” at the 2005 
VTR in Rockford, the band split up 
over alleged “artistic differences” 

[although rumor has it there was a 
woman,- or in one version, a teenage 
boy- involved.]  Join Wheelman, 
Screamer, Wrongway, Maestro, Silo 
and Stumpy Joe who will bring their 
unmistakable sound to the village 
of roses. Thrill to the unforgetable 
sounds of the classic “Smoke From 
the Dashboard” and “Losing My 
Transmission.” and relive the tender 
moments from “Rust in the Tin” and 
the unforgettable “TR Man.” 
 In addition to these classics, 

our informed sources tell us that the 
band has spent literally minutes in the 
practice studio working on a brand 
new set list and will debut a number 
of new, never before heard songs that 
they will be performing for the fi rst 
time in public.
 Mark your calendars now for 
this special event. Join the boys in the 
band for a couple of hours of peace, 
love, and rock and roll. - just watch 
out for the brown acid.

TR Fore!

First Annual ISOA Black Sheep Open
Saturday Morning June 23rd

[Tee Time TBD]

Grab your mashie and join us at the Addi-
son Park District Links & Tees, a par 3 golf son Park District Links & Tees, a par 3 golf 
course patterned after the famous Bushwood 
[and designed by Carl Spackler.] Your 
$25.00 entry fee gets nine holes of golf, the 
use of a pull cart, and lunch. Limited to the 
fi rst 24 ISOAers who who sign up. RSVP 
Bruce Barnett, [847/357-4226] by June 1st
  
[Remember: golf spelled backward is “fl og.”][Remember: golf spelled backward is “fl og.”][Remember: golf spelled backward is “fl og.”

ISOA’s legendary House Band, 

EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
SPITFIRE MK I

TENTH IN A SERIES

BY BOB STREEPY

Triumph’s all time sales leader, 
the Spitfi re made its debut at the 
London Motor Show in October 

1962, a mere 14 months after its incep-
tion, although talk of such an entry level 
Triumph sports car dated back to the 
late 1950s. The car was designed by the 
talented Italian Giovanni Michelotti, the 
same artisan who had styled the TR4 and 
the Herald. In fact, the original concept 
was for the Spitfi re to be a sporty version 
of the Herald and the two cars did share 
many similarities, including independent 
suspension, and rack-and-pinion steering. 
The sport version which would become 
the Spitfi re, code named “Bomb, ” was 
put on hold due to Triumph’s chronic 
cash fl ow problems and the Micheltti 
prototype was virtually abandoned in a 
corner of the plant and forgotten. Stanley 
Markland, the new managing director of 
Triumph following the Leyland takeover 
in 1961, happened to notice the Spitfi re 
mockup gathering dust and allegedly 
ordered it into production at fi rst sight.

 While the Spitfi re and the Herald 
share many common parts, there are sig-
nifi cant differences. The Spitfi re frame is 

shorter by 8.5 inches, and, as a result of 
reinforcement on the rockers, stiffer than 
the Herald. Unlike the Herald, which was 
bolted together, the Spitfi re was welded, 
thus providing signifi cant additional sta-
bility. The Spit Mark I, with its 13-inch 
wheels, had 7 inch drums on the rear and 
9 inch discs on the front. Like the Herald, 
the front fenders and hood formed a 
one-piece unit that easily swung open to 
provide easy access to the engine bay. 
The 63 hp motor, up some 24 ponies from 
the Herald, was fueled by twin SU carbs, 
not a single Solex, and was capable of 90 
mph while sipping petrol at a miserly 30 
mpg. 

 The Spitfire featured roll-up 
windows, a locking trunk, and standard 
windshield wipers, unlike its competition 
– the Bugeye Sprite and MG Midget. Its 

name, taken from the UK’s most famous 
WWII fi ghter plane, didn’t hurt either. 
The press was very supportive of the 
car and the only criticism centered on 
the rear suspension which resulted in 
harsh ride on rough roads and signifi cant 
oversteer due to the rear wheel lifting off 
the road during “aggressive” cornering.

 Sales for the new model were 
so much greater than anticipated that the 
body shell vendor was unable to keep up 
with the demand. 20,950 Spitfi res were 
sold in the fi rst year alone. Eventually, 
the company would offer an optional 
hardtop, overdrive, and wire wheels.  
The number of Mark I’s built by 1965 
exceeded 45,750 as the Spitfi re was well 
on its way to becoming the most prolifi c 
Triumph of all time.

Material for this article was 
sourced from the following-

Krause, William. Triumph Sports Cars. 
Osceola, WI. MBI Publishing, 1998.

Newton, Richard. Illustrated Triumph 
Buyer’s Guide. Osceola, WI. MBI Pub-
lishing, 1984.

FEATURED TRIUMPH OF THE MONTH
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February is prime time for awards 
ceremonies with the presentation 
of both the Grammys and the 

Oscars. Few people are aware, however, 
that February is also when the annual 
awards for outstanding achievement 
in politics are handed out. Last week’s 
Fillmore awards were hosted by Henry 
Kissinger, and for those who missed it, 
here are this year’s winners:

Best supporting role as a political 
party:

The Democrats in the 2006 mid-term 
elections.

Most presidential President:

The nominees included (1) George W. 
Bush, (2) Bill Clinton and (3) Jimmy 
Carter. And the winner was Josiah Bartlett, 
still the best president America never had.

Blackest Democratic presidential can-
didat:

Vying for the award were (1) Jesse 
Jackson, (2) Al Sharpton and (3) 
Barack Obama. The winner for the 
twelfth straight year was Bill Clinton.

Best tax cut:

The nominees were (1) George W. 
Bush’s ten-year, trillion dollar tax cut, 
(2) George W. Bush’s repeal of the 

estate tax and (3) George W. Bush’s 
elimination of the tax on dividends. 
And the winners were.....George W. 
Bush and the American upper class.

Best excuse for engaging in unilateral, 
extraterritorial, geopolitical excur-
sions:

The nominees included (1) weapons 
of mass destruction, (2) brutal dic-
tatorship and (3) treaty violations. 
And the unanimous winner was “oil.”

Evilest axis of evil: 

Iran and North Korea, tie

Evilest non-elected foreign leader:

The winner was Osama bin Laden. Mr. 
bin Laden could not be present for the 
awards ceremony. Accepting on Mr. bin 
Laden’s behalf was Noam Chomsky.

Most confusing trio of  foreign 
nations:

Iran, Iraq and North Korea
[Runners  up :  (1 )  Niger,  Nige-
ria and Namibia, (2) Togo, Tonga 
and Tobago and (3)  Turkmeni-
stan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan].

Best superpower: 

The United States. Runners up: none.

Best political acting in a non-electedrole:

The nominees included (1) Sean Penn, (2) 
Barbra Streisand and (3) Warren Beatty. 
And the Fillmore went to George W. Bush.

Best political source for late night 
comedians: 

George W. Bush. The runners up 
were  (1)  John Kerry,  (2)  Dick 
Cheney and (3) Dennis Kucinich.

Best political source for late night come-
dians - lifetime achievement award:

Bill Clinton

Most frequently invoked religious 
fi gure in a political setting:

The nominees included (1) Jesus Christ, 
(2) Mohammed and (3) Moses. And 
the winner was God. God was not 
present to accept the award but asked 
that all those invoking His name for 
political purposes go straight to Hell.

Most violated political document:

The U.S. Constitution

Due to the absence of qualifi ed candi-
dates, the “Most compassionate con-
servative award” was not presented this 
year. 

by David Martin 

Last year we included David Martin’s “Warren Awards” named in honor [?] of our beloved 29th Chief Executive.  Last year we included David Martin’s “Warren Awards” named in honor [?] of our beloved 29th Chief Executive.  
Warren G. Harding is generally credited with ushering in an entirely new dimension in corruption and incompetance that 
has only recently been equalled. This year Martin has dedicated his annual awards to Millard Fillmore, another president 
who has been ranked as one of the least capable in American history.who has been ranked as one of the least capable in American history.

GENERAL IN “TR” EST
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Dear Editor-
 After reading 
your April issue, I 
can’t help but question 
how in the hell you 
have the impudence 
to put in writing the 

loathsome and belittling remarks regard-
ing our brothers and sisters from the Far 
East? Have you no sense of decency or 
compassion? In my line of work, if I ever 
so much as implied anything xenophobic 
or chauvinistic, my superiors would most 
certainly discipline, or even fi re me, and 
rightly so. You should be ashamed of 
yourself - DI - the Big Apple.

PS - Do you 
have any 
openings 
o n  y o u r 
reporting 
s t a f f ?  I 
am a good 
person, but 

I may have said a bad thing once or 
twice.

Dear Don,
 We are referring your application 
to our committee for human resources, 
Al Sharpton, Jesse Jackson, and Vivian 
Stringer. They will get back to you on the 
job opening. In the meantime, might we 
suggest you stick to political character 
assassinations and leave the sports com-
mentary to those more qualifi ed, like Al 
Campanis or Jimmy the Greek.

Dear Editor,
 I am planning 
a cross-country 
excursion, and I 
really would like 
to do everything 
possible to circum-
vent unnecessary 
pit stops, if you get 
my drift. What sug-

gestions can you offer that will help me 
diminish any downtime on my drive?
LN - Albequirky NM

Dear Lisa,

 Some years ago we discussed 
this very question. [See Snic Braaapp 
May, 2005] Gordon Baxter, wrote in 
“Relief at 70” that it is quite possible to 
create a vortex by opening the driver’s 
door about two inches at 70 MPH to 
allow a relatively supple operator to 
answer nature’s call without pulling over 
to the side of the road. His method was 
however, fi eld tested by members of the 
masculine persuasion, and we have not 
yet heard how this method works with 
those individuals with concave rather 
than convex personal plumbing systems.  
Since you have some experience with 
weightlessness, perhaps you can give this 
method a try and get back to us.

Dear Editor,
 You probably didn’t notice me 
on the evening of March 31st, but I was 
practicing for an forthcoming tournament 
at an out-of-the-way bowling alley in 
some place called Wood Dale when a 
collection of “ringers” descended upon 
the lanes and put on an display that I can 
only describe as “awesome.”

I’m not sure who 
these people were, 
but I know I speak 
for the entire Pro 
Bowler’s Associa-
tion when I say, I 
certainly hope none 
of these people, 

especially that Billimack guy, quit their 
day jobs to join the tour, because most 
of us who make our living on the PBA 
will have to fi nd another line of work.
DW 
Dear Dick,
 Not to worry, the people to whom 
you refer are known as the ISOA JV 
bowling team, and like Henry Hudson’s 
crew, only bowl once every twenty years 
or so. You are safe to continue bowling 
for dollars, lots of dollars, for the time 
being. Ed

Dear Editor,
 I just wanted your readers to 
know that, after an exhaustive title search 
by the Caribbean courts over who can 

claim the rightful 
ownership to my 
late girl friend’s 
TR, the local judi-
ciary declared me 
- not Phil Fox or 

Dave Kayson, the legal owner. 
LB
Dear Larry,
 We have seen the Triumph in 
question [it is a Sabrina model] and we 
can assure you sir, that your modesty in 
victory is exceeded only by your charm 
and grace. We wish you all the best in 
your restoration. It will probably require 
a considerable outlay of cash, but that 
shouldn’t be a problem as a result of your 
new found source of cash.

Dear Editor,
 As you may alreay know, I have 
dabbled with recreational pharmaceuti-
cals on occasion, but I must tell you that I 
have come across a new high that I would 
like to share with your readers. By snort-
ing the exhaust fumes of an early Spitfi re, 
if at all possible burning Duckhams 20/50 
[preferably at full choke], mixed with the 
ashes of a recently cremated octogenar-
ian, a really mellow high is possible.
KR Earth

PS - I hear tell that 
you blokes are get-
ting the Spinal Tappets 
back together. Tell that 
Keyboard wanker that 
if he tries to rip off 
Mick’s moves again, 
Ronnie, Charlie, and 
me will be waiting for 

him back stage.

Dear Keef,
 While we appreciate all of the 
scholarly research you have done on 
the subject of mind expansion through 
chemistry, we prefer the natural effects 
of a combination of malt, barley, hops, 
and water. Besides, we are pretty sure 
that there are some laws, nature’s if not 
man’s, about inhaling the ashes of the 
dearly departed with hallucinogenic 
substances. Ed

LETTERS TO THE EDITURD
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EVENTS OF  IN “TR”EST

TWO GROUPS OF VINTAGE BRITISH CARS 
WILL TOUR SEVERAL STATES TO RAISE 
MONEY FOR CHILDREN’S CHARITIES

British Car Owners Will Help Blind 
Children and Children Battling Life-

Threatening Diseases

More than 80 vintage British cars 
will depart from two locations, 
Massillon, Ohio, and Janes-

ville, Wisconsin, on October 6 and 7, 
2007, for demanding 36-hour, 800-mile 
driving tours, each called  “America’s 
British Reliability Run,” (ABRR) to 
raise an estimated $60,000 for two highly 
rated children’s charities.  One group will 
drive through Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
and Michigan; the other through Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland and 
West Virginia.  
 “The run is a great opportunity 
for British car enthusiasts to raise money 
for children and have fun while doing 
so,” said event spokesperson Blake 
Discher, “Most of the vehicles making 
the run will be more than 25 years old, 
but they get around with little diffi culty 
and have the benefi t of being much easier 
to fi x at the roadside than their modern 
counterparts.  Last year 30 cars, including 
a 1952 Bentley R-Type, started the run 
and every car fi nished without a problem. 
This year, we’ll have two runs on the 
same weekend, and the hope is to raise 
even more money for kids,” he added.
 This year’s run, the fi fth of its 
kind, is open to any British marque 
vehicle such as Triumph, MG, Jaguar, 
Austin-Healey, Rolls Royce, Land Rover 
and Mini Cooper.  The Janesville run will 
raise funds for Milwaukee’s Center for 
Blind and Visually Impaired Children 
(CBVIC).  Drivers in the Massillon run 
will be collecting donations to benefi t 
Columbus, Ohio based Adventures for 
Wishkids.
 Teams have a goal of collecting 
$500 per vehicle to benefi t the charities.  
Because teams pay their own expenses 
associated with the run out of pocket, 
one hundred percent of all donations 

received are paid to the charity.   Last 
year’s ABRR raised more than $23,000 
for Camp Ho Mita Koda, a summer camp 
for children battling diabetes, run by 
the Greater Cleveland (Ohio) Diabetes 
Association.  
 “On behalf of the students at the 
Center for Blind and Visually Impaired 
Children, we are thrilled to be participat-
ing in this very worthwhile event,” said 
Vanessa Nerbun of CBVIC.  “Everyday 
we are reminded that it is possible to 
succeed in a world you cannot see.  
Children are overcoming obstacles that 
result from blindness by learning to use 
sound and touch in place of sight, navi-
gate with a white cane, and read Braille. 
Donations made through the ABRR will 
ensure blind children grow in ability 
and confi dence to one day reach their 
fullest potential, something every child 
deserves.”
  “We are very excited that the 
funds raised in this year’s British ABRR 
will benefi t the children and families 
of Adventures For Wish Kids,” Jeff 
Damron, Adventures For Wish Kids 
Executive Director, said. “It is a creative, 
exuberating way to help supply the much 
needed monies for us to provide our year 
round, fun-fi lled activities for central 
Ohio children with life threatening ill-
nesses and their families to experience 
joy, laughter and hope, together, outside 
the hospital. Thank you to everyone 
involved in this unique experience!”
 Drivers begin the run Saturday 
morning, navigating scenic, secondary 
roads, then rest overnight before com-
pleting the route Sunday.  The event, 
based loosely on similar rallies in Britain, 
is not a race, but merely a challenge to 
drivers to see if their vintage British cars 
will complete the run.
 To help support the event’s 
designated charities, donations may be 
made safely and securely with a credit 
card on the event web site www.abrr.org.  
Checks, of any amount, payable to either 
“CBVIC” or “Adventures for Wishkids” 
may be mailed to ABRR, 1363 East 
Fisher Freeway, Suite 8, Detroit, MI 
48207 USA.  
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The MotorCheck
Vintage GT Challenge

at Road America
May 17 ~ 20, 2007
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CAR SHOW BRAAAPP

JUNE 12-16, 2007

Saturday June 2Saturday June 2
Leave Buckingham Fountain 8:00 AM

Sunday August 12Sunday August 12
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CAR SHOW BRAAAPP

Ph. 262/697-7474 or Ph. 262/697-7474 or 
go to www.irm.org ofr additional information. 

ISOA is club #234 

Sunday July 15th Sunday July 15th 
ph 608/752-4689 for additional infoph 608/752-4689 for additional infoThe 17th Annual Orphan Auto The 17th Annual Orphan Auto 

Picnic Sunday, August 19, 2007

October 18-20October 18-20 Sept. 29-30

Import Night August 24Import Night August 24

September 23rdSeptember 23rd
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READER CONTRIBUTIONS

THE BLITISH INVASION
by Mark “TRELVIS” COSTELLO

One of the perks of my job is that I 
get to do some international travel. Oget to do some international travel. OPrimarily my travel is the Far East, OPrimarily my travel is the Far East, O

with an 80/20 split between Japan and China.
During my last trip to Japan in November, 
2006, Nakagiri Hiroshi, one of my co-work-
ers in our Narita offi ce, commented on my 
screensaver. It is a photo of the two British 
cars in my garage.  Not only did he name both 
the TR7 and the MGB accurately but was 
within a year on the MGB and spot on the 7.
 My surprise must have been pretty 
evident as he stated he had a 1999 Mini 
Cooper in the parking lot. When we went 
to see his car, there was another 2000 
Mini Cooper and a 1961 immaculate 
Mini Minor. All three were daily drivers.
 Upon my return to Japan last week, 
I met up with Nakagiri-san and inquired 
about his car and the old Mini Minor. 
Since I was only in Narita for one day, I 
was not able to meet Uchiyama Takeshi-
san to get the history I was after, but he 
was kind enough to send me a brief bio of 
both his Mini Minor and his 1959 Bug-Eye.

Mark-san
 About my 1959 Bug-eye (Most of 
Japanese call him “KANIME” that means 
crab’s eye) When I was a child, I was inter-
ested in Fiat 500. Because Fiat 500 runs very 
cheerfully in the TV program. (Animation 
movie) And older I grew, the more inter-
ested I was in old cars. Then I started to fi nd 
information about old cars. Around the high 
school days, I found the bug-eye on the maga-
zine that issued old British cars. It fascinated 
me deeply and very easily. After a lapse of 
several years, I joined the Woodward. One 
day, Nakagiri-san founds bug-eye on the car 
shop and told me immediately. I caught at it 
right away.But I dropped the bug-eye into 
the paddy fi eld. (Not passed one year from 
start.) And it needs restore about body. After 

one year I could start bug-eye life at least.
 Since that accident I am enjoying 
my bug-eye life to going tour, gymkhana 
or something. Specifi cations (partial) E/G: 
1098cc, carburetor: SU Twin 1 ¼, Front 
Brake: disc brake, etc 
 About my 1961 Mini Minor One 
day, I drove the Mini1000 (30th anniversary) 
instead of bug-eye. (My bug-eye in the dock 
for M.o.T. test.) Mini was not so great for me, 
but I was surprised by it. I noticed Mini is a 
very fun car. I caught at it right away again. 
During half year, I enjoyed it, but I lost it 
with my mistake to control. The accident 
leads Mini to scrap. Then I bought Morris 
Mini Minor 1961 thick with dust at backyard 
of the shop. One year later, the engine was 
broken on the highway during the tour. It 
needs restores, so I decide order full restore 
about engine. It reassembled with original 
piston for 850ccE/G, but I could not get 
gears for 850cc. So I assembled with gears 
for cooper S that found in the shop. This is 
very nice because it is very fun gear ratio. My 
Mini almost keeps original conditions even 
interior clothes. And then I am enjoying for 
commuting everyday. I executed revenge of 
the highway trouble last year. 
 Specifi cations (partial) E/G: 848cc, 
carburetor: SU Single 1 ¼, Front grill mask, 
etc 
 Thank you for reading my poor 
English memorandums. We are anticipating 
receiving a story from you.
Domo. 

Hi Mark. 
 How about your jet lag? 
 Since “The ItalianJob” was released 
in Japan, Mini has a high popilarity among 
people. But in fact almost people does not 
understand “Mini” and “Mini Cooper” That 
small, pretty and quick cars are all “Mini 
Cooper” they thought.
 25 years ago I had a red mini 1000. 
At that time I did not have enough knowledge 
of maintenance and also not many mainte-

nance shops around me. I had released it 
when I had damaged the front hub systems. 
Then I had many Japanese cars but one day 
my friend who has a mini 1000 asked me to 
service about coolant systems as water tem-
perature was too high. I had keep it during 
the repair and the mini remainds me my old 
red one.
 At 1999 on March I had a new mini 
1.3i. Color is “Amond Green” UK specifi ca-
tion car. I use this 1/1 toy for go to and from 
the offi ce about 45km (28mils)every day, 
participated in several times small circuit 
run on week ends and small travel with my 
wife.
 My favorite points are it never had a 
trouble till now on road and it make me happy 
not only driving but also just looking.
 Distance meter shows 110,000km 
(68,750miles) during 8 years. Oh! tired. I 
worked in English very hard today. 
Hiroshi Nakagiri 

 What I think surprised me most was 
the evidence of the British cars throughout 
Japan. While driving to visit Mt. Fuji, we 
passed a Lotus 7. While driving the twist-
ing, turning, every-30-meters-a-hairpin-turn 
roads up Mt. Hakone, all I could think about 
was how much fun it would have been in my 
7 (although holding onto the clutch on some 
of these inclines due to traffi c did kill the buzz 
a bit). While in Ginza, downtown Tokyo, I 
walked right past an Aston Martin DB9.  It 
looked like it was ready to pounce at any 
second. 
 Anyway the point, if there is one 
in this rabble, is that the Japanese enjoy 
driving. They enjoy it a lot. The terrain, the 
landscape, the scenery, and the challenge 
of taking every turn properly have not gone 
unappreciated. I must say that I am grateful 
to be a member of ISOA, as much of this last 
trip would have been business as usual had 
it not been for a simple screensaver.
 Domo arrigato gozaimus,

TRelvis-san  03-22-07
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APRIL MEETING NOTES, 

Mack’s  Golden  Pheasan t 
extended its hospitality to 
nearly 50 ISOA members, 

several of whom drove in Triumph on 
Sunday April 1st, 2007, to celebrate 
the club’s most hallowed holiday. Jim 
Brodnicki of Indian Park made his ISOA 
debut at the meeting and was the only fi rst 
timer in attendance. 
 President Mark “Guzzler” Moore 
got the meeting under way at precisely 
7:13 [7:00 official ISOA time]. The 
meeting began with a recap of some 
recently held events, including the carb 
clinic, the bowling night [see page 2] , 
and the chilifest. A round table discussion 
of “project updates’ from those of us 
completing various tasks in time for 
the driving season followed. Doug 
Larson mentioned that he had installed 
a supercharger on his TR6, and he had 
taken it out for the fi rst time earlier in 
the week. Jack “Spuds” Billimack said 
that he was making progress in the 
“framectomy” planned for his TR6 which 
he claims will soon will be roadworthy, 
after some welding by Mike “Toofus” 
Mueller. Roman Hrynewycz mentioned 
that he had fi nished his engine rebuild, 
and to prove his point, he added that 
he had driven the car to the meeting. 
Peter “Maestro” Conover, although 
not technically a project, described his 
experiences auctioning his Healy at 
Amelia Island. 
 The next item on the agenda 
was Jack’s report on upcoming events. 
Spuds then spoke on numerous activities 
planned for the spring and summer, most 
of which are listed on page three.
 Among other things, Jack 
mentioned the distributor clinic at 
Jensen’s [see page 1] , the annual tune-
up clinic at Pyle’s, and numerous social 
and driving events scheduled for the 2007 
driving season.
 Following a break, nominations 
were placed for the Peter M. Roberts 
and the Boomer Awards. The Boomer 
nominations went to Doug “Wires” 
Larson, courtesy of Jerry Hurst. 

Apparently Doug had asked Jerry to be 
sure to remind him to remember to install 
coolant into his radiator after he fi nished 
installing the supercharger. A few days 
later, Doug called Jerry to tell him that 
the car was running hot, at which time 
Jerry reminded him to add antifreeze. 
Al Christopher then nominated Denny 
Capetto for informing him that the carb 
clinic was March 10th, [ed. Note: it was 
actually on the 24th] prompting Al to 
drive from Chicago to Itasca and knock 
on Pyle’s door at 7:00 AM, much to 
the dismay of Big Mama, who was not 
expecting company at that hour on a 
Saturday. Last, but not least, Bob Erikson 
was nominated in absentia for not 
returning the Boomer from the previous 
month. In a totally academic vote, the 
group decided that Erikson should retain 
possession for another month, since he 
already had the thing.
 The Peter M. Roberts award 
nominations went to Dave Kayson, 
courtesy of Greg Fantozzi, for bending 
some brake lines on Greg’s nearly 
completed TR6, Steve “Dripy” Yott, 
for rebuilding Roman’s transmission, 
along with countless others, Jerry Hurst, 
somewhat grudgingly from Doug Larson 
after the Boomer nomination, for helping 
him install the supercharger, and Sheri 
Pyle, for not killing Al for knocking on 
her door at 7:00 AM on a Saturday. The 
coveted chalice will reside in Silver Lake 
Wisconsin for the month of April.
 The raffle was won by Jack 
Griffi n, who is now the proud owner of 
a new steering wheel cozy for his TR3. 
Since the tuneup clinic will be held 
before the next meeting, a tune up kit 
was also given away to George Grumbos. 
[Actually George got an IOU for plugs, 
points, & condenser, which he demanded 
be notarized.]
 Before the meeting adjourned, 
Jim Thing announced that he had bought 
a TR 250, and George Grumbos said that 
he had recently acquired a Spitfi re.
 The meeting broke around 9:00. 
With apologies for any unintentional 
errors or omissions,

SudsSuds

MEETING STUFF

2007 ISOA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Mark “Guzzler” Moore
 815/397-3253
 mrmtr6@sbcglobal.net

Vice President Mike “Toofus” Mueller
 630/860-9118 
 greenjet3@aol.com

Treasurer Sheri “Big Mama” Pyle 
 630/773-4806
 sherip@ix.comcast.net. 

Secretary/ Bob Secretary/ Bob Secretary/ “Suds” Streepy
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Editor trstreep@sbcglobal.net
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Bill Jensen 05/03
Mike Geiter 05/04
John Randell 05/04
Andy Mikonis 05/04
Mark McDermott 05/06
Burns Rafferty 05/06
Rob Paczkowski 05/07
Mary Lou Gleason 05/08
Vickie Korey 05/09
Joan Shedor 05/09

Ernie Husmann 05/09
Hank Sikora on 5/12
Mark Anderson 05/15
Diane Mueller  05/18
Jim Chodak 05/21
Bruce Bodenstein 05/24
Debbie Larson 05/25
Tom Sotomayor 05/28
Pete Ballard 05/29

CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members 
who wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club 
members for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that 
we deem of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial 
enterprises – even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an 
event which we feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this 
newsletter, its editors, and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, 
any commercial entity doing business in the Triumph-related domain.

For Sale: For Sale: 1956 TR3 Smallmouth. Apple Green with tan 1956 TR3 Smallmouth. Apple Green with tan 
top, tonneau, sidecurtains, and interior. Painted steel wheels. 
Restored 1992-6. Fully rebuilt mechanicals including engine 
and uprated transmission/overdrive by TRacetorations of 
UK. Original trans & rear end included. TR6 fan and Ford 
alternator. All receipts. Keith Gill. Ph. 708/957-2479 or e-mail 
k.gill@comcast.net [4/07]

For Sale: GT6 Mk I Bonnet $500.00. Other Mk I parts Call 
Dave Shedor 847/566-0478 [2/07] 

For Sale: 1960 TR3A Basically stock except for following 
upgrades:•Koni shocks in front •Reworked head with Stellite 
valves and hardened seats. Good to go with unleaded. •TR4 
trans (synchro in fi rst gear) •Overdrive (not working) •Gear 
reduction starter •Custom made soft side curtains •Good 
tonneau •Good convertible top •Steel wheels and steel wire 
wheels •Rebushed front suspension •New rear springs. •Spin 
on oil fi lter.  Call George Capper 708-542-1762 (cell) or e-mail 
ghcapper@aol.com. $11K or nearest reasonable offer, 5/07

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general meeting Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general meeting 
(birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)(birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

NEW MEMBERS

Jim Brodnicki
19 Westwood Dr, Indian Head Park, IL  60525-9007

H:(708) 246-3203 
EMAIL: jbrodnicki@dentsply.com

looking for TR

[ISOA memberships - 134; members - 194

Coming in your June-

Snic Braaapp

Motorcheck Vintage GT Challenge
Gone, But Not Forgotten - III

Tune-Up Clinic
Lots of other Stuff

SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly, most of the time, and should be expected before the ISOA membership meeting. 
Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at all. Submissions 
received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable gratuity, [remember- this is 
Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. All photos and disks will be returned upon 
request. Technical material is provided for reference purposes only and should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered 
are those of the authors and may not express the views of the ISOA board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAPPP. Side effect 
of reading Snicc Braappp may include dizziness, halucinations, and slurred speech

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle Bartlett, IL 60103 email: trstreep@sbcglobal.net
SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP

Snic 
Braaapp

As of April 2nd, British Wiring, Inc has changed As of April 2nd, British Wiring, Inc has changed 
hands. The new proprietor is Matt Bakes of hands. The new proprietor is Matt Bakes of 
Bally, PA. His phone number is (866) 461-9050Bally, PA. His phone number is (866) 461-9050
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ISOA ON THE INTERNET

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site. http://www.snic-braaapp.org To subscribe  
to the ISOA electronic mailing, list buja@insightbb.com

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO

TR “CHIVE” CLASSIC GRAPHICS
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SANDY HURST IN HER 1976 TR6 AT 2005 VTR 
PHOTO BY STACY MCREYNOLDS

c/o Bob Streepyc/o Bob Streepy
850 Kent Circle
Bartlett, IL 60103
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THE REAR VIEW MIRROR 


